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(;(.L O & I & a.l /. arrrrcs

Th. hincipdl olthis School tr . mcDl.cr ol
re.eiled d charler ol trcorpo.atio. in 189j,
R. Turlon, Nl C., N1.P. Efquires concerning
Br on. .19 Corlon Road. \!hir(rble, K.ri.

TIiL INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS ASSOCtATION, a body \hich
havi.s beeD loutdcd sonre lears earl.r. The lresid.nl n Rl. Hon
rhe Arso.iirl.n ray b. addre$.d 1o the secrera.y. Mr5 v A.

fhrs prospccLrs is based on Lhc manJ- questiorls vhich have beer rsked rn
irlTervie\\,-s, and -qo, b-y LLsing them a-s a birsis, 1t should logrca111. be poss-
rblc Lo grvc J-orr . \rerlr nccuralc picturc ol Chilton Lelore you set out on dn
e](Pensive loLlrne_\ 1Lr see rtl

Our previous lroslectu-s had Leen in use, \vith minor: revisiorl, for ;r decircle,
iLnd had lrecluentLl. been Prarsed for lts very thorough co\rerage. No \.it.1l and
successfuL organisaliorl cver stdnds st1L], iind so at Chilton tLere is al.,L-ays
some re\rr project or r.1en \r.hrch tends to leave the prospectus behird. Some,
perhal-. rulki[d1-v j have linked schoo] prospectl \rLh over oltirnistjc6ll-!'. coLoured
sccd catdlogues, alld ] hope that ours, is nothin-q, iI ]lot accurate.

'lo revrite a prer.iousl-r' hiehl-v successful brochure in ar1 up to date st-vle needs
.lrastrc methods and to Leave the oLd one rn England, and write this in a Pioven
cal l{as is not reall., an over exotic ans\ver: That th1s N4as is the |orne ol a
pupil is evi.lence of rhe broad basls of Chllton's hoiizons.

I have read nan\r prospecti and have ofLeD lound their writtcn content ponderous.
fhis doubtless frLs the gravity ol the decisions to be made r',,hich lar be rt lrom
me to underestimate. 1l .l Lrmes you find this text a little raci., t hope tt \vilL
not detract from its professiol1alism but r.lher be a krnd of r\]k. Seltzer to help
-vou the more happily on J-our \va-\,, give ,vou some pleasure in the reading al1d,
mavbe. the odd smlle tool

Sorne men see ihings as thev are, and
ask \rhy I dream of things that never
were, and ask \Vh,v notl

J. F. Kennedy



Letter

'fhrs is to introduce this book ro you Personall,v - personally because
persona1ltles arld individuals ilre \rhal Chilton is all aboutl After you havc
itudred these pages I hope to meet -vou here, and lf t have done my lob pro-
per11. ln w trng ihis, 1.o,t malr find -vou havc lcw questions Left to ask. tf
iou have. ho'rever, no troul,Le \r.ill be too great here to dlscuss them wlth
i.ou. L rerhse orLlY toe. r'ell hoiv virallv imlrortant it is to make the nght
Jecrsron:ntlre "rrglLt" sclLool . No one school rvl11 surt ever1. Loy or grrl.
Althougl Inan], people bes;.tles us beLieve they hal'c found that Chrlton has
something special io ofler. T rvould certainl-v- never pretend that it is "righl''
for all comers or s.rmetimes theJ lor ltl

The School

ChiLton \.as opened in the Summer ol L!159 after some years of prclimin.rry
research and was based on practical exPerience in look:Lng lor education
relevant ro nodern times. The lirst oblective was to teach in lhe smallest
classes possible, \-hilst mainLalning a sufficient element of competi tion and
pacemaking, al the same time heepinq within the Lmits of economic vrabrlltl'.
ihough tlLJ rise in teachirlg saLaries lras caused us to clevise re\r rnethods,
we silL plrr t] is as priorrt!. Although we emPlo-v aiound 1S tezrchins stafl ,

the cL;Lss size is rlot a simPle divislon oI staff rnto Pupils: The Forns ;Ls

the\. appeal orr paper are subdl\'ided internalL-v loi tuiLlonal PurPoses and
the'rr;e taLlc his inough elasticill' to lI'ovide a burlt-rn facility lor tartorlal
teaching.

The schooL has drainalic success in the fiel.L of sport and various actrvitres,
o1 $.hrch cletails aplear later Lrndcr the L1llroP_iate headings. Ilis does not
mean that lhe time sp3nt lr1 Lhese activities cletracts from the Prlorlt]' gl\'er1
to academic rvork, or that tlle potentlally poo. iithlete is at i'r disadvanlage.
There can bc fet, schools ,thlch go -so far 10 cdtcr for such a varret-v of tastes
and iLblLitres as ChihoD.

It has ah,,.a-vs been co sidered here Lhat boys and olten gil'ls devclop and
thrive on o lln1ited diet of activlties rvhich have an element of risk (suitabLl'
controLled). fhese r.ar-v for rndividuaL lermPrements from saiLing to para-
chuurg. Sorne essentlallv requlre a end-product or to give serl i.e as ln
the Frre Erigade.

nf.Y-
v,",,



-Almost certajnly there \vas a small settlement at Chrlton at the time of the
Norman Conquest rn the llth Ceiltur_v, and we knov Lhat early in the 12th
Centurl. thc llanor rvas given to the de Canteloup family for their part in
the Conquest. They heLd i1 lor some 200 years and their name remalns 1n
the present lorm ol CIAIITELO. 'fhe rvord CIIILTON occurs fairly frequent-
Iy, especialL-v in Somerset, and is derived from CIIURLSTOWN, rvhrch
suggests Lhal belore the Conquest it was an inaccessible place among the
marshes. \-here cscaped llOUSll KARLS or CIIURLS (slaves) took refuge.
In the Doomsda,v lSook (13th Centur.y) it \ras noted that there were 2ll houses
3 lerver than todal.j bur ce.tahL_\ of rnud and rvattle and sited near the "Upper
F;um". The Nl;Lnor llouse \{as doubLlcss of the same material but no record

The oldest part of the llouse survi\ing today rs probabl3r earll' 1sth Century,
a]ld N.s incorllrrated iflro rhe lresent building vhen it \\,i:rs entirely reconstruc-
ted in 1d59 b_v r- ir Johr Goodlord, Provost ol Etor. At that time much construc-
tior vas cdrried.\rlt. not orl-\' at lhc tlouse, but on the verv considerable estate
also.
Thc criodford fomrlv moved ou1 of lhe House in 1924 but retai ed lt "in commissiorj'
untiL reqursitiorlecL b5-LLc t'!ar.1. 1or the \V.Ll.N.S. durug 1:112 until about 1947.
After thar lor the nerr lrl r.ears it r',-as used lor Domestic Trarnirrg Courses,

Geograpbl plavs :r r.er-v rmportant part 1n the success of a school and in
thls ChiLton is parli crlirrlJ. for:tulate. Acccss lrom Lorldon bv train or
car no\v take-s abouL 2| lours, \\,hilst there are six lal.se cultural centres
vithin r{ 411 mrle radir-rs. Lhe schooL itself rs rn ullspol]t coul1tryside anal
arva_v from trifhc, -!eI vithin 5 miles ol both Yeor.il and Shenborne. This
p.1it ol Somerset h.rs a verr,'even arld mild climate, though it leDds to have
a hieh raurlall especiilLL-y ir1 lhc dutumn. The house rs 85 feet above sea
leveL. Thcrc .re a nLLmLer ol cxcellent hotels in the .rea and also some
cilravan siles in the vicrnit,vi also, Yeor.iL is a marltet Lo\r.n dnd is the
centre Lrf 1l1e U.K. lleLicopler hrdustrlr \-ith a population of 25,OOO. The
District has in.nv hist,:rrical and lcgendarl. .rssoci6LioDs al1d is near the
lradrtlcrnaL "Ciune1i.1" of 1{rng Arthur.

Somerset C oLr]rtrysrd e



Conalitions of Aalmrssion

Admission is by interview anal this must be backed by evi'lence o-f charac- - .

i"" t.r. o."-.to.,. Headmaster or Person of standing' Recent rePorts should

",,.o'6-- -.rde.rv il"ble urere possrble.

An examination will not noimally be set but if Common Enttance has been

;;k;;; ;;;k. are a useful guide to Form placing ' Parents aie also ask-

";-;. ;il;;;;;1.Q. t".t resu'its. Though tliese are not regarded as final
;;;;;.; of oitential thev alo give helPful Pointers to the fulure '

In a.ceDtills pupils the Headmaster will take into account the Probablhty of

..i;;;iJ.;:;.'. whrch rncludes inalication that the bov or girl u'i11 also

contribute to the community in some \tay'

A llrst class e.lucation is piovided both for the potentlal Univeislty Candi-
ali. ..J]."ttt" rnore practical puprL who will hare C S E. 'rs al end pro-
J".i.- fft."" is a wids range of abrlrt5r *hich ensures r L'alance<1 community'

Those rvho have lost time thror-lgh iLlness. tr'rvellrnq or 9ervrce life can

...1; -.J..'a.u.,r'u' n"e lrods' A ec'r gu'rdr:n -rhFrnreJ
;fi";;i' ;;; i. .fpo,'tt".l for all whose parental-place of residence 1s

:;,;=t,1.';lt;'n'. K. 
- 
tire lleadmaster wrll rike guar<lianship of il linited

number of PuPrls ,

The tleadnasler teserves the righl to requesl th-e w hdrav/rl ol d pup11

;':",r;.';:;. ol misconduct, -or tlrrough the 'levelopment of srtuaLions

i'li , iriu"i t,..l, 
-..i tt,. o..t..t, been fullv ievealed A reasot nced no1:

i,.-:;;;;,i ;"!ti .tlo't .utlr Le made to act in the bcst interest 'f the

;:,pli:-'i;;': '' , ol' 'r"l't" to returrl all or anv Part or thc feeq r'r the

telrll in q lt!'s ii .-:11 .

:l..trcc to ].rLl r.r\\ :r llprl mu't be glven ln writlng ol^or before the first
a.ry.i tl- P, ecedrng term or fees pard rn full in iieu of the one rerlns'
:notice,

Tf. Headr]',:r.ter",r,ill el.,r'a-r's be happy to discuss any special arrongements

cr pl'opos 
":rDr!. 

ior irna'nciai laJrnents '

.! .,rDrl rs Lroi colrsr'1cre.l'or' the books" until aD Entry Form hrs been
-.p;;,;' , .Le e l.r-c.t ^e ' J rece ve/ . lLc q.\Jo

ll rs undcrr'-.LDo.l ihat ihe conieniii ol thls prosPectus have been reaci and

t-,,llw lrnAer!i lood.

The Sea Cadet
Coips
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_ cgramme

,1e school is dlr.ided into the conventional Forms from 1 to ! rvrth Upper
at1d Lower 5th for 'A' levels.

Forms 1, 2 and J,

'fhe Junior Forms , 1 , 2 and 3, tiike a basic General Course ol subjects
including Erghsh, N{aths, lirench, Hrstorv, Geography, General Science
and Art. lndir.rdual speciaL recluiremeDts can be scheduled.

Ijorms 4 and 5.

Forms 4 and 5 cover the,vear preparator-v to G.C.E./C.S.E. and the vear
tn which they arc tdken, r:espectivclv. Here more specialisation is possible
and pro.qiamming rs rndrvldually carried out. Special languages such as
Sp.rish and Cerman can be incLuded and Physrcs, Chemistry ancl tsiology
nre s chedul cd.

Forms Upper and Lorver 6th

The 6th Fc.rms have a choice
raphl'. Chemistr)'. I'hvslcs.

Remedial

ol A,1athsi, Enghsh, Irench, Histoiv, Geoe-
Zoologv and Eoti{ny.

Full-trme Remedial Staff have scheduled time for those requlrlng special
help \.ith reading, spelhng and maths problems. Routlne Lesting and
dlagnostic \rrork assrsts gieatlv in the efliciencJr of dealing with these
drlfrcultres. Above all , Lhose involved are not m.de lo leel hke gulrre.r P1gs,

Gereral lnformation

We are sometimcs asked into what c.rtegonJr oI school Chrlton faLls, as rt 1s
still sometimes lisLed under "Tutoiial EsLablishments" in older publi.cations.
Lt is sho\r,n offrclally as an "lndependent Co-educational Secondary Schoo1",
the Nork "Secondary" being used to denote thc age range of 11 to 18 yeais.

The essence of our success lies h the blendrng of irl1 rndlvrdually pfoqrammed
ac.demlc side Nith compulsorv particrpation in a \.lde variety of sport ancl
activitres to suit aLL temperaments. \Ve beheve that everyone can do some-
thl]rg \r.ell and ve set out to find tlat "somethlng". N4ost-o]- tlE-ni.ite oT-
Sota;ii-girls i.s at 11 or 12 but a lew join at 15 or 16 for extra C, C.I. s
iltrO'and'A'ler.el.
The school has a predominance of Boarders but a pr:oportlon ol Day pupils
are taltcn and everj. effort is made to integrate them as far as possible ancl
this policy has been successlul, partlcularlJ, with parents' co-operation in
tt:ans?oat on special occaslons.

Some lorergn pupils are tal<en ernd are most rvelcome. The school has ex-
tensive r:elationshrps wrth France and is the recognised "Colonie de Vac-
ances'r for the Gendarmerie Nationale 1n the United Kinqdom.

Special provrsions are made for the gir:ls, $.ho constitute about one third
of rhe rota1, rn such subjects as liome Lconomrcs, I)ress Dcsrgn and P. E.
rvhich are det.riled rn the Girls' SecLron later.

It is not intended to expand the school to much in excess of 100 pupils as



Classes are of 35 minutes
includes a rvoririne aLaY olr

HoIrdays

Prep or "Homervork"

The Grrls

S taff

The staff ar:e quaLilied b,v feocher Tiaining Cours€s- \\'lth' in some cdses r

;:;r.;;, l"a l-""-1.. of to"tn" te.che.s are inchded Lo give a eood

balince. Each ol1e ls a sleclallst in his or her subject dnd normallv teach-

"a "a 
atf,a". Each reacher has a personal class room'

Clas ses

aluralion .nd luPils allend 44 per Neek, rvhrch
Saturdays \Nhrch D.l. llLPlls must aLlend.

'fhe current hohda-\'arran.Eernents Provide for sLightLJ.over 3 \\'eehs at

;il:':il;;;i-".i.' .,"d lu *eehi in tle suirlnler' This rs lartlv to co-

;;'i1;jilit;i'-,f. L."t*."t-'t terms lloli(lai'\'orlt and reailrng rs nol.mal-
i. .."i ""a oarlental co-opcr.rtroL is requested to ensure lhat it is not com-

ul":.i in "n r see1*lr- " I F cn- 61 ''p'6 'r'-'

Prep

is set or1 fivc eveDlngs a \r'_eek.

Parents often vonder if grrls rn :r co-ed school 'rnl-v re[il to get "\']rat is
iJ;;;;;;; tt. uo:'." l l1ere this is certninly rot thc casc an'l ."e have

;-;"''; """ -e en i oe),e 6ro' o Je'pe r I ' e'' dl' rr"e '

i'f," or._a ."., o1 "ee . rF'Lrr lrJ l'r ' I nd I - Lee ' ..v 6n! c

f.. n:.;;iy iol.l.., i-"sr,' for the irrst iv'ars tl'ev \rere 1n verv sma1l

"i-1.".. All classes arJ mnecl, as is the Jurior Comrnon Room' The girls
:;..:: .;. , ,'p.. ,l ' .' - r' s rn 'ev1 1- r'1 e c''
sa Lno. etcilrq, q'lcL ., ernr! c rna\l lro n. ' rod_ lo- 'i [or
:;.";:;.;; ;il.;ns, netbJlL.rn.L mixed hockcl'durrng thc. wrntoi' 1lome

::'i;"il;;J;;alii*o't "t" 'rlso includerl Acaclcrmcallv the girLs hawe

."alif-" ttt. same tuilion and lacrlities ils thc bo]'s '

N4ost of the dormitory accommodation lorms a flat in the front of the house

.""ii.-'r.r.i ir.."-""d i".1"a". N4atron's Room and a N4istress's room also'
al""r. ""a 

weLl lurnishe.l slttrng room with T'V' i5 Provlded on the first
lloo.lor the evcl s-.e u_e or lhe g r ''

Dormitory
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lhe menus _ar.e compiled by the Houseke.epe-r, _who^rs an experienced dietician,and the cookrng is supervised by an ex R.N. Chief p,O. Cief. lr,,luch of the '
budget is spent on the best rngrlclienrs and the food is .Lr...a in an imaginalive
\vay.

The school proneered the idea or cafeteria servilg anar a]so the use of automatedservice of Te a/ Coffee / Chocolate i this rvas introdiced 5 years ago and allowsfor considerable varierv ol rhorce. The serving is supeiwised U], a menrUer olStall vith 2 Aides (boys and girls).

Games Equipment

Ivery endeavour is nade to see that boys,andgrrls,clothes are both clean
a-rd dr-y and are exclusively used by the ovrrer: Summer equipment is with_
drawn in the winter term and vlce versa and all items are lield in the F. E.
store I clean items are issued weekly and dirtv sent to the laundry, All item-sare clear]y marl<ed on the outside to provide an immediate check ihat the cur_rent orcupant is the ou.ner: In the interest of uniformity games equipment isoror rded a s.lroo o rep r. re4t.
Those takrng an active part 1n sailillg-must provlde proper \veatherproof clothing
lrr \!-et-suits - life jackcts are available at school.

Pocket N,Ione-v

All bo-r's and gills mav collect pocket moneJ/ Irom the Bursar's olfice once a
\{eek and iL is pre-charged on accounts to provide JOp per rveek. Uniformity
'n ll i- c .o,-tde-eJ ,er. rnporr r- ss dr. excess ol ionev c-r ..u-. n.cn
sr.cial division and un?opularity, like\\1se tnsuffr clent leads 10 borrowine and
the attendant diflicul tics. AlL money in excess ol 11 should be deuosrted"rvrrh
the Secretary and older boys and girls are advised to open a B.lnk Account in
Yeo\.il , cheques can be changed. tlrro ugh the Tuck Shop. Some extra money
mal. be Ie(luired a1 school accoiding to age.
At the end ol terrn and at half term the school will not advance travel monev
ard this musL be provided lrom home ln good time. The only elceprions tothjs are where the Ilead N/laster is guardian to a pupil o" *"h.r. L.E.A.
Pupils ar:e travclling on a Gioup Ticket.

The Shop

This is run by a pupil's commiftee under supervision of a member of staff \Vhois responsible for accounls. lt aims to provlde i whole range of goods in
poprrlar demand aild is open in the evenlnq as a meeting placE for 6oys andIt- .'i al .Sc-. o lle r.aoT Di -nent ol e6r-spli r ng 'mu-_c'.llcer rs awrrl:ble and |:s l-,eer sinc-e the school was openedl the supply is
stricll_v supervised and this polic_v bas resLrLted in the virtual eliminairon ofvisits to Pubs.

Smoking

The smokrnE of cigarettes is banned and considered a serlous offence on the
basis oI inJury Lo health, lire hazard and expense. Pipes may be smoked by
bo1.s-ancl grrLs_ over 16 wirh parentrs permrsslon - ecce;tr:,ic is tt may seelrl
for the grrls the system vorks well especlalll. as the trouble involved in
stokinE means th.t smoking time rs minimall
Tobacco is available at the shop. Certain toilet items are available at the
Matron's office and are charged to accounts. These include sh.urpoo,
toothpaste, etc. Tiqhts are stocked for the grrls,



Mec !c rl

The health arrangements are u der the direct supervision of Mrs ' Cotes James '
\ho h,s NLrs.rg -l ro n rq 'r 'r ;;;tt t;; - rhr'wo,.' She s " rDpor'ed L\

^ resrdent N4atron simitatLy t"ifit""ita dnd erther is 'rl*"rys on call 24 hours

".I-Lr. Tre-e .., n" "qu'pp"J'tu"n""t 'tich, i" " tcrJeJ.ree' I br o r
;'.'., .i;.";;..Gscl,oor Do; ^''uno't J[5o J .r's o c' I rn er eroerc/'

Al'1 senous cases go to tnt tmir'ti Uttil"ceff"nt Yeatman Ilos pital at Sherbooe '

Dental arrangements should no-rmallv be caterecl loi during the hohdays ' 
but

vhere thrs is not possrbte .:t ';t;; 
iL "" trnttg""c:y' the school has a special

".L'-""-.-, o',n y"ou t:::li"::lJ:*"j:. ""';.::'""1;o:: ] " l",ln'
l.n|if is also a Practlglng ur
"";i:"; J-., -".,o.u", en'c n 'erl re'

.J.helealefacilitleswithanexcellentopticlaninsherborneandithasattimes
been found necessary tcl hu".: |i-:;t1;""r'r.ita ottt al the request of members of

Staff who obseive puPlLs ""n Jpp"tt* dilfrculties in seeing the blackboard'

Vaccinatlons can be carrred out at school to compl_v vith,the-.lr ternation'rl

re.ri ir^ements of the \\i.H.u' ""ilJi"t 
vacclnaitons are glven to all puPilsr

i;:lJ:i&;;.;;tn.. "''i.,*" igai"'r iotl.'"""' without sPeci.l reference Lo

pafents.

Careers

Guidanceoncaleelshas,foralongtrme,L,e^enr.e.qardedf,s.d:im.ittclol
;:l;; .;t;.:1.","a "' '"""-' ''o n"o"'" o ' 6ft "re ^le"seo r h s

..ir,ri..i.'j-".e. quantlties ofxp 1.' the minute information on everv type

; "i;;;..- -,,, .^"air "l: -l;"."j"-;,,Jj,-." .',n""'1"-i ,",ii'.""1"
r-eo e.L r^ld ot 'le..noo,. )-,-nl.- oi,.. to- ndr. d_ot ,,.e-\ ers.
-""1 oJftcer 1s also involved ri(

Sex Education
'lhi. i. 

^ 
hlqhlv emotive sublect at the Present

iiiiit iJ.n.." s'...nce department ancl partly on

ilil-i *prtuti. on moral responsil)ilities '

Reports 
3. A

k e po rt s ar e wr itten on c e a- te rilii*;' 
"i'i$:J: f";iJi 

ttl,i:'1b"..,. t..-.
.h;ei ls \','rittell for everY suDle
tllembers of staff thus do ,-Iot .op.i'*hat othett have iaid pieviousllr:

time and is dealt wrth
a more incltvrdual basis

S teeplechase


